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 On Tuesday, July 17, 2007, President Bush nominated John Daniel Tinder to the United 

States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.1 President Reagan nominated Tinder to the U.S. 

District Court for the Southern District of Indiana in 1987,2 and he has served there since.3 

 Tinder was born in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1950.4  He received his undergraduate degree 

in 1972 from Indiana University and his law degree in 1975 from Indiana University School of 

Law.5  He was a law clerk for the U.S. Attorney in Indianapolis in 1974 and then the Assistant 

U.S. attorney for the Southern District of Indiana through 1977.6 He then worked in private 

practice until 1984,7 working for the law firm of Harrison & Moberly LLP in Indianapolis.8 He 

was also the public defender for the Marion County Criminal Court form 1977 to 1978.9 “From 
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1984 to 1987, [he] was United States Attorney for the Southern District of Indiana.”10 He was 

“responsible for criminal prosecutions and civil enforcement.”11 Tinder also taught trial 

advocacy as an adjunct professor at his alma mater from 1980 to 1988.12 

 The recentness of Tinder’s nomination has meant that very little has been said about him 

on the Internet by news services and interested organizations. However, several Internet blogs 

discussing the nomination indicate that Tinder is a conservative and a well-liked judge.13 Several 

comments by general readers of these blogs are by attorneys who have argued before him, and 

these comments are almost universally positive.14 

 Judge Tinder is a Catholic. During an interview he had with an online blogger, he was 

asked: “What role does your own religious faith play in your work as a federal judge?”15 He 

responded: 

No one who attended Catholic grade school for 8 years and a Jesuit high school in 
the 50’s and 60’s left unaffected. The experience shapes your perspective on 
matters of morality, religion, philosophy, discipline and many other subjects. But 
religious affiliation and religious beliefs should have no role in the performance 
of a judge’s duties. In my professional career, I have prosecuted death penalty 
cases, ruled that Wicca is a religion subject to anti-discrimination protection, and 
issued many other rulings that probably would have caused the nuns of my youth 
to rap my knuckles heavily. Decisions are to be made on the law and the facts, not 
slanted because of personal beliefs.16 
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